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      “There was silence.

      “In the closet, Gregory, who had heard it all, pressed a hand to his heart to keep it from beating so wildly.

      “He listened and thought he detected the sounds of someone outside the closet. . . After awhile he heard snores. . . He thought of what he had heard, and all he could feel was heaviness in his heart” (Avi 9).

	Character
     Here’s some background information.  Gregory, hiding in Mrs. Wessex’s closet, has heard her speaking to her mother about him.  He learns that Mrs. Wessex knew he did not shoot the spitball on her book.  He learns that she knew Ryan Jurgensen did it.  To his greater surprise, he learns that Mrs. Wessex has been intentionally picking on him because she thinks it will help the other kids in the class to be more sympathetic to him and to like him more.  Her goal is to help him fit in more so he will be more comfortable in the class because his intelligence—answering every question all the time—is making him stand out in such a way that the other kids might not accept him socially as the new kid in class.  Her tactic is working because the author says his being smart set him off from the rest of the class but that things were beginning to change and his getting in trouble was improving his standing in the class.
      Gregory’s thinking about Mrs. Wessex has changed in this way.  The words “he could feel a heaviness in his heart” show his thinking about her has changed.  Before this moment his intention was to get revenge on a teacher who was unfairly picking on him (and also to save face among his classmates).  When he understands that her goal is to help him, he changes his opinion of her.  Proof of this is when he dumps the firecrackers in the trash and goes in early the next morning and tells her she’s “the best teacher in the whole world”.
     Although I would not, as a teacher myself, do what Mrs. Wessex did to Gregory to help him fit in, I am glad to see that Gregory comes to understand that teachers tend to act with the best interests of the student in mind—even though the students may not perceive it that way.     


